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International Competition of Urban
Design for Pazhou East District (International
Super Headquarters)
Work Requirements
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I. Objectives and Principles
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The Competition aims to thoroughly implement the guiding
principles of the 20" CPC National Congress and the important
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instructions given by Xi Jinping during his visit in Guangdong
and Guangzhou; to practice Guangdong Provincial Party
Committee's “1310” deployment (targeting at one goal,
stimulating three drives, and making ten breakthroughs) and
Guangzhou Municipal Party Committee's “1312” initiatives
(acting as the pacesetter, stimulating drivers of reform,
opening-up and innovation, and staying ahead as a model in
twelve fields); and to anchor the pursuit of being a "pacesetter,
leader, and engine", accelerate the development of the digital
economy, further integrate it with the real economy, and
promote the development of the Pazhou Core Area of
Guangzhou Artificial Intelligence And Digital Economy Pilot
Zone. Through the Competition, it is expected to solicit
forward-looking and innovative urban design concepts and
urban design proposals incorporating the characteristics of
Pazhou East District. The task is to, based on the previous
planning, design and research results of Pazhou, identify an
overall planning and high-quality design scheme for Pazhou
East District, plan its future urban image in advance, and make
it a new benchmark for modern high-quality development. The
Competition shall be guided by the following objectives and
principles as ways to guarantee forward-looking, scientific and

feasible deliverables.
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(I) Centering around the primary task of high-quality
development and the strategic task of fostering a new
development pattern, the government will concentrate on
energizing foreign economic activities, with supply-side
structural reform as the main task and high-quality development
as the core goal. It is planned to improve the management
system and operation mechanism of Pazhou East District for
better development quality and efficiency in accordance with the
requirements for centralized layout, industrial agglomeration,
intensive land use, distinctive characteristics, moderate scale
and complete supporting facilities, making Pazhou East District
an important engine driving economic restructuring and the

transformation of economic development model in the region.
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(II) Development vision: Pazhou East District is
envisioned as a new benchmark for modern high-quality
development, a high-quality space carrier for Al and digital
economy industry, and a “global hub of digital economy
industry”. It is required to take advantage of the great strategic
opportunities brought about by global digital development and
the construction of a digital China to develop high-standard
design with an international perspective for Pazhou East District,
fostering the quality and characteristics of a future city.
Targeting the future digital industry, it is planned to introduce
international and domestic super innovative headquarters
enterprises with cutting-edge core technologies to create an
innovation-oriented headquarters cluster in Pazhou East District.
From leveraging space value to creating valued space, the
district will offer high-quality spaces for Al, digital economy
industry and urban life, innovating industrial forms and modes,

and driving integrative development of regional industries. It is
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planned to promote the innovation of Pazhou Economic
Development Zone in opening up, science and technology, and
institutions, for better foreign cooperation, higher economic

development quality and new horizons of opening up.
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(IIT) Ecological civilization: Taking advantage of natural
environment surrounded by water on three sides, create friendly,
poetic, diversified and open spaces, and build an efficient green
ecosystem, hence a "new model of modern urban life". With the
ecological concept of harmony between humanity and nature in
mind, it is required to comprehensively consider the existing
ecological resources of the site, consolidate the ecological
background of Pazhou and create a friendly and poetic
waterfront environment, with diverse open spaces such as island
tip, dynamic waterfront, and water streets. It is required to focus
on the design of multi-level ecological building clusters in

combination with an efficient green ecological system.
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(IV) Ingenious urban design: Develop an urban presence
with Guangzhou's characteristics, with focus on high-quality
space and well-planned tourism brands to deliver an
international tourist-friendly city. It is planned to coordinate
regional landscapes and cultural characteristics, set future work
and life scenes with both Guangzhou characteristics and
international style, and highlight regional culture, spirit of
humanity and functionality and experience of places. It is
planned to establish a diverse public space system that is highly
compatible with urban functions and encourages harmonious
interaction between people and scenery. The development
density and pedestrian amity will be balanced for more
comfortable spatial experience. Urban activities with regional
characteristics will be planned by taking advantage of social and

cultural resource systems.
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(V) Smart city: Cutting-edge technologies will be applied
to build the wurban governance system and modernize
governance capabilities, forming a “High Intelligent City
Management Demonstration Zone”. Guided by the demand for
innovation and entrepreneurship, it is planned to create an
innovative ecological environment, supported with new
people-oriented urban functions. The cutting-edge technologies
such as big data, cloud computing, blockchain, and Al will be
adopted to accelerate the construction of smart city. The
innovative ideas for intelligent application scenarios and urban
management modes will be proposed to promote the
construction of the urban governance system for higher urban
governance capabilities. It is required to construct intelligent

municipal infrastructure and intelligent traffic management
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systems based on detailed urban design intentions, and explore
the feasibility of medium volume transportation, ground and
underground vehicle intelligent traffic, and intelligent parking

management systems.
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(VI) Urban development: Take intensive and efficient land
use and block development mode to create impressive building
clusters, safe and friendly block wunits, outlining an
“ultra-futuristic city cover”. By linking up air, ground and
underground spaces, coordinate the development of multi-level
spaces for a highly mixed-use and compact vertical city. In
addition to the integrated system combining commerce,
transportation, utility tunnel, and parking, the world's top
technological means and advanced experience will be taken to

explore innovative underground space utilization mode and
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release more ground space. Open spaces will thus be generated
for daily life and social contacts, reenergizing the streets and

building mixed-use block units with highly coupled industries.

() e xR AT EH, HFEMNERE, £X
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(VII) Historical and cultural protection and heritage: Tell
the story of Pazhou in a compelling way, carry forward its
historical and cultural heritage, and have Pazhou lead the world
in resource protection, effective utilization, and characteristic
creation. Paying equal attention to historical and cultural
protection and heritage, based on the historical context and
future development vision of Pazhou, it is required to ensure
favorable relationship between the International Super
Headquarters and Huangpu Ancient Port Village (the protection
area needs to be wholly preserved as it is, whose surrounding
area can be developed with appropriate intensity), while

considering existing cultural elements such as wharf and
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granaries, as well as natural elements such as old trees and big
trees. The harmonious relationship between old and new will be
interpreted through mixed-use function, space integration and

style fusion.

., HRXEREHRAEFEK

II. Research on District Development Strategy
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Based on the new development landscape of Pazhou East
District, comprehensively consider its coordinated development
relation with the surrounding key functional areas. By
leveraging the development opportunities brought about by
Guangzhou Artificial Intelligence and Digital Economy Pilot
Zone and Guangzhou Pazhou Economic Development Zone,
help realize staggered development of “Three Areas on Both
Banks of the Pearl River” (i.e., Pazhou Core Area on the south

bank and Guangzhou International Financial City Area and
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Yuzhu Area on the north bank), and build a high-quality
development demonstration area of digital economy. By
learning from the development of similar benchmarking districts
at home and abroad, analyze existing challenges and
development potential of Pazhou East District, identify its
development strengths, priorities and highlights based on its
resource endowment, functional positioning and industrial base.
By studying the overall development positioning of Pazhou East
District, propose a proper development strategy, function layout

and industry model for it.

=, BMARTRITESFEKR

III. Conceptual Urban Design

R X & SR, 268 N X R R it i R A
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Provide conceptual urban design for the 336 hectare area
based on the district development strategy, previous planning
and design deliverables of Pazhou, and the preliminary urban

design research deliverables of Pazhou East District. It is
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required to fully consider boundary conditions such as road
traffic, river systems, airport height control, and historical and
cultural protection within the scope, explore regional
characteristics and strengthen district advantages. A specific
urban design vision with district characteristics should be
proposed, with focus on distinctive urban image, distinctive
spaces, improvement of comprehensive transportation system,

and underground spaces. Please see below for key design points.

(=) AA#RAEEWRTRITESR

(I) An Urban Design Vision with District Characteristics

EEBENHEXERELRNE, RELZBEMNARXEF
BEARSHE, ANMEAEAXSTZRMNELENLS, &
HAFRREGHAERRES,

Thoroughly explore the resources and characteristics of
Pazhou East District, clarify its advantages in differentiated and
coordinated development in the region, and propose a
development vision with district characteristics for it, taking
advantage of the high-quality development opportunities in

Pazhou.

(Z) HEARXRNRTHEE
(IT)A Future-oriented Urban Image
AT ENEME . W RRERAXNZERRA &4, LU

12



BRI (PRI STt bR o SRS 2K

BENH X RO T AR R A A, FeFREMEY
MEARNEmUEEFR, BTEE. 6. RRARITE
&, BRI RBERTEERE., NHZERLE. WTFE
WA W A, BiEE KRBT L,

Based on natural conditions, cityscape characteristics, and
planning and construction constraints, as well as previous urban
planning and design deliverables in Pazhou, it is required to
comprehensively consider the demands for intensive land use
and a quality environment, implement the concept of intelligent,
green, and low-carbon design, and focus on the study of overall
urban space contour, public space system, and characteristic

cityscape, shaping up a futuristic and distinctive urban image.

(Z) REZHE®E
(IIT) Distinctive Spaces
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1. On the premise that the building height meets the

# EE

clearance control of the Baiyun International Airport, it is
required to study the spatial relationship between Pazhou East

District and the surrounding areas, explore the new relationship
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between eco well-being, urban, and industrial coordinated
development, and adopt an appropriate window-wall ratio for
high-quality building facades, contributing to a hierarchical,

distractive and attractive urban skyline.

2. RAGEEHRFARAR., AXTE, RERRFE
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2. It is required to fully integrate elements such as district
river systems, cultural history, and distinctive features, construct
a better system of green spaces and lucid waters, and reasonably
organize the spatial landscape context and sight corridors.
Passages leading from the Pearl River on the north and Huangpu
Riverlet on the south to the urban hinterland should be reserved
to allow interaction and penetration between the natural
interface and the urban interface through the design of roads,
green spaces and open spaces. In principle, the green space area
in the competition proposal should be no less than 74 hectares
speciﬁed in the applicable Regulatory Detailed Plan.

EERERAKMX AN, JTHE, BERETA.
ﬁazhimﬁfEéﬁ%éﬁﬂizk/\ééfa |, BTk, &%, £F. &
Ao XL EN, BENFEREZNAGEE, R E
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3. Focus on the public and open features of waterfront
areas, and create human-scaled waterfront public spaces with
attractive view. Develop a Pearl River landscape belt that is
open, continuous, shared and vibrant with cultural atmosphere,
linking up the island green road, and celebrating the waterfront
cultural path of the ancient Maritime Silk Road, with emphasis
on the research on the main landscape interface. It is not
preferable to put residential land immediately along the Pearl
River. In principle, the first-tier buildings along the river should
set back by 100-200 m from the Pearl River bank, making way
for public and non-profit riverfront public green space, where it
i1s acceptable to provide culture, sports, recreation and other
public service facilities. The building height should be
controlled below 60 m. However, the setback distance from the
waterfront and building height in some area may be adjusted
appropriately based on the actual situation and design.

4. BEESMEMETEL, EEHNE (Z4 6 — A5,
Fod s Eeh RAX 23 F&eh FREAXNEREANEE
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4. Implement the concept of vertical city. It is required to
define key blocks and plots within the district in combination
with Xinzhou Station (a hub station for three lines), Fengpu
Park Station, and Fishing Vessels Factory Station of planned
Line 23, forming an intensively developed, vibrant urban core

area with an iconic building cluster.

(M) KeX#EREMAHAR

(IV) Improvement of Comprehensive Transportation
System

1. EEBR,. 4. 7. AkX, GFRX%EEHT, #&
B AR MM Y 9 Sk RmoRT R BB I, FEARAE W TR
WA TR R P EE RS, RENE . BITRR AT EF
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SEMEW. REAR. Z TEENIRALEAT RS,

1. At the levels of GBA, Guangdong, Guangzhou,
Guangzhou Artificial Intelligence And Digital Economy Pilot
Zone, and Pazhou Economic Development Zone, consider the
implementation of major transport infrastructure and the latest
transportation planning. Based on the improvement suggestions
proposed in the previous urban design research deliverables for

road system, rail network, slow-traffic system, and characteristic
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island loop, comprehensively consider the connection of various
public transportation to build a diversified and convenient
modern transportation system with clear structure and
well-defined functions.

2. MEENARXBERONHFRREAR, B LEAAT
W R EsE R 5 AU RERANRER, BELEKTHAAT
RE

2. Attach great importance to circulation organization of
blocks in the district hinterland and strengthen the connection
between metro stations and surrounding buildings through a
multi-level pedestrian circulation system for safe and friendly
pedestrian traffic.

3. R R KA R, BHARE. LK
EHHAZAER BN REBIR, HLENARKL RN
MAGEREME, REREARTEAREERNEN,

3. Based on the terrain conditions and site layout, apply new
technologies such as big data and the Internet in transportation
planning and management, establishing a new future-proof
intelligent transportation network to accommodate growing

pedestrians and vehicles in the district.

(Z) #TZH
(V) Underground Space
A FNE (Z %A — ) #ARTEHEAF X,
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Combine with Xinzhou Station (a hub station for three
lines) for comprehensive development of underground space, to
form a favorable coupling relationship between land
development and metro station. Provide suggestions for the
development scale of underground space, and reasonably
organize functions such as underground commerce, public

services, and parking.

0. Z2OFREARITHEFEXK
IV. Detailed Design for the Core Area

EARARTT R ER F, 210 AHIAZOE X #4Ti#
TRt T B, FRIR A, TR, XA
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On the basis of conceptual urban design, develop a detailed
urban design proposal for the 210-hectare core area, with
consideration given to functions, trade mix, open spaces, fine
design for blocks, detailed traffic organization, site vertical
planning, etc. It is required to select at least three important

nodes of different types for detailed design, and form urban
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design guidelines and implementation suggestions. The design

proposal should be feasible.

(=) Habdk AKX

(I) Planning for Functions and Trade Mix

SeditEmE LA R, MRS AHATEN,
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In view of functional structure and industrial layout, refine
node functions and trade mix, clarify industrial composition and
spatial layout, and propose requirements for segmented

industrial chains and industry entry thresholds.

(=) FFMkEE Rt

(I) Design for Open Spaces

1. U 3. nlE. HE, FEeEEE. R, ZFER
S A EAK, AR BEENME RIS, &
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1. Take squares, parks, streets, featured paths, bridges, sky

N

corridors and other spaces as carriers to provide open spaces for
public activities and lingering, building a high-quality, vibrant,
open, convenient, and accessible public space network system

interwoven with green spaces and lucid waters.
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2. In combination with important urban nodes with local
characteristics and modern urban imagery, public cultural
facilities, public service facilities, leisure and sports venues and
other places, strengthen the functional connection and feature
integration between various public spaces, such as urban
working and living landscape, river water system landscape, the
Pearl River waterfront public space landscape, urban park green
space landscape, and space landscape under overpasses,
showcasing cityscape with district characteristics.

3. EREIR AL ERNERT, TEELE, &/
18 B ORI B E K TT R (8], T RIS AR W . BRILIE
FBENEHTE RN LA/ 60 Kk EHEIEEEEN
FMRETEAFRRTEERE, TEFRAFL, FER
WHEREEG R R LEHE, e 0EXTAGENRITHE
EXETRG; MERBEEXREAREAREENRX . F@
EE, WHRIT. EYERES FENRITET .

3. While keeping the existing curved shoreline, create a
continuous and interconnected strip waterfront open space

around the island, forming a vibrant urban waterfront. In
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principle, the width of landscape green space along the Pearl
River should be no less than 60 m. The scale of the landscape
green space along Huangpu Riverlet may be adjusted
appropriately in view of the design proposal, creating a
high-quality well-connected water street of Huangpu Riverlet,
and a waterfront slow-traffic system in combination with public
art and landscape design. Provide design guidelines for
functional activity planning, interface control, section design,
and planting configuration for the waterfront at the tip of the
island.

4. WAIRFTINE., EHEBFE. BT FES LA,
TSR 8, B 1w U A E

4. Based on the ecological foundations of Xinzhou Riverlet,
Huangpu South Riverlet, and Nancheng River, create
interconnected urban corridors and high-quality urban parks.

5. W FE R R 77 R R R M S A T AR,
BImeL ., AR, BoxX, BAURTAXKE,
T I AT E A

5. The public space node design should reflect regional
culture and historical characteristics and celebrate the culture of
ancient Maritime Silk Road, commerce and trade, and port,
adding to the cultural profundity and urban vitality of the

district.
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(=) HREHERIT

(IIT) Fine Design for Blocks
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1. Predict the future development scale and industrial
orientation of the district and take a forward-looking
international vision to plan a future super commercial block
with high quality, high carrying capacity, and high level of
commercialization. The ground floor will accommodate active
functions dominated by open commerce, cultural, and other
public services for greater vitality and popularity.

2. BAMT., HE. W EHERNLKETRAE, &
WEA, RFNHEZE, WRaks &, & BEIe sk
= B 4% R

2. Establish a multi-level slow-traffic system connecting

/.

underground, ground, and above ground space and provide safe
and friendly street spaces, forming hierarchical public spaces
with an open ground floor.

3. BeHn A, REMES. HEEN, Bk
PR, &KX, BYRXELZEAVNRTREFX, 46
ik 5RR L, AR ERVEREZ FAFESHERX,
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3. In view of land functions, spatial form, and
environmental landscape of the site, form eclectic urban blocks
with industrial, headquarters, and commerce characteristics.
Study the spatial characteristics and pattern of each block type,
establishing reasonable spatial combination relationship
between blocks, between blocks and plots, and between plots in
light of the land assignment and construction situation.

4. AN RUTHEXAERZ AR E. NHE=E AR,
EAVTEHE. ZRARELS., LhEERES, HRKIT
ERERET .

4. Provide fine design for road space scale, public space
layout, building planar layout, building volume and form, and
multi-level circulation routes within the blocks, forming control

guidelines for design elements.

() AR BHR

(IV) Detailed Traffic Organization

AGHENSARE, MERRXETEHR, Tl 5 A
REAR T A AR A LRy F B R BAR T K, RELSHLATH
AFE S, EULRERE, A LE, BmERE, BT
R A EARAL N — R B R B TT AR

Connect internal and external traffic systematically,
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strengthen research on traffic nodes and propose detailed traffic
organization method commensurate with the land functions and
development size of the Project. Develop comprehensive
transportation design integrating rail transit, water transportation,
road transportation, slow traffic, and transportation hub based on

diverse travel modes and activity routes.

(&) FHEm

(V) Site Vertical Planning

ERAMTESHHRAFER, ERERTZE, Ak
MR TRAMTIEASE & . TELEHRE FLE
By 2 DL RRL I B3t 5 36 8 | BN e
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With consideration given to site height difference and
flood control requirements, upgrade the quality of urban
waterfront spaces while ensuring urban safety and resilience.
Properly handle the height difference between the site and
surrounding roads, connect the riverside flood embankment
with public spaces and site spaces, and strike a balance

between drainage safety and pleasant urban waterfront spaces.

(73) TR T T
(VI)Urban Design Guidelines
RABBE AT BT N A # E A E R K E 3 X
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BRITAHR, AR EM L, SomT Rt E,
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Define key cityscape control areas and key development
plots within the scope based on the conceptual urban design.
While ensuring planned land functions, focus on the utilization
and design of waterfront and urban interfaces, and the functional
layout of scientific and technological innovation industries in
view of the urban design proposal. Propose control requirements
and guidelines for urban public spaces, architectural style,
skyline, interface control, and landscaping in the form of urban

design guidelines.

() EEH R4

(VII) Detailed Design for Key Nodes

EZC R RFE Rt ElER A DT 3IAATE KA
RAATERWRAT, REFELAKXRE, FFRZME., BALE
He. ZHEE. BRALAS, ZRANE. ZRAEY. AR
. RN URETER BT, TEREET#
Tt L te, IR ST x, Bk
A @ FEART:

Select no less than three different types of nodes within the
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scope of detailed design for the core area for further design,
proposing guidelines and various control indices for their public
areas, open spaces, building space combinations, building
volume, building form, architectural style, building color,
landscape design, site design, etc. The design proposal should be
feasible, reflecting cultural characteristics and a unique urban
image. Specific node types include but are not limited to:

1. R*BRORBEAKEET R

1. Buildings in Public Core Areas

DL a8 T 0 R0 A de A S 1, EEUE BRI
MwAt, MEA. A, ek, LASFREEN, 2UT#E
PO X BB K

With the goal of achieving a more distinctive urban image
and higher life quality, select important building clusters for
detailed design, providing suggestions on concepts, size,
functions, trade mix, etc. See below for suggested nodes and
requirements.

(1) TOD HAFXHMRAFIHEAH. ZoRnERE

o &, ITEARIT P HZ 8 TOD 4 & FF L ir 2 A%,

(1) A landmark building cluster in the TOD
comprehensive development area. Develop a landmark
building cluster with gateway image in the TOD comprehensive
development area combined with the metro station.

(2) BRWMHTR NI XURA T 18 30T Foon 0
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KIS URAB L F 6K, #RBLIARZTARE, BA
BE, B NRAMT @ AR, OB HRAMTHELZ,

(2) Municipal level public cultural buildings at the
island tip. Create municipal level public cultural facilities or a
cultural, entertainment and commercial complex, and consider
the scale of public space and building height along the river,
enabling quality modern urban life and highlighting the urban

cover image of the island tip.

2. RARBREET R

2. Urban Transportation Nodes

FRMEEBRAEER R, KA CHZNELEIH
WS B B T RIE TR 2 A, &L TENT R R B K.

Consider the elevation relationship between the site and
roads, and adopt innovative landscape concepts to improve the
quality of passive spaces and ensure urban safety. See below for
suggested nodes and requirements.

(D FhKRE, FRFEHFTZE. EaERA N
FEEREFER, RESREE TN EENT; #%MNA
A E R R R R, R Ay, B
=R, FEEMN, WT KA B TR T =08,

(1) Spaces under Guangzhou Ring Expressway and its
Xinhua Branch Line. Provide sky corridors in combination

with buildings and public spaces for smooth connection between
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both sides of the expressways. Use greening mounds to screen
overpass sloping sections for less impact on the surrounding
area. Create friendly spaces under the overpasses through
high-quality landscape design, vertical greening, urban furniture,
etc.

(2) FMIRBFAATRFERA. A EFFINELZARE
FAE, EERAFHRIR, & XET A

(2) Improvement of the environment around Xinzhou
Interchange. Propose a landscape improvement plan for the
abandoned approach span, making it an urban flowering bridge
running through the interchange and linking up various areas in
the district.

(3) &%k, BEMAIIREE, EHBEHANDMLERN
=R TR

(3) Yuzhu-Pazhou East District River-crossing Tunnel.
Propose a solution to landscape improvement at the entrance

and exit of the tunnel.

3. BMEAXFTREET R

3. High Value Cultural Venues

AT EXARFER, NEMEASCTFr 5 2 A 2 #
Xy Kk RHAT R B3 A . FaEEit, REMHE X
X E, HTELRENT A, REEREZRRET], &
DL B DU RO B oK
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Based on the requirements of historical and cultural
protection, develop innovative and fine design to integrate
high-value cultural venues and their surrounding areas; develop
the area with a proper intensity while preserving and activating
its cultural characteristics; and propose control requirements and
guidelines. See below for suggested nodes and requirements.

(D EHRERENARRECEAL R, 8. &
MNARFZIREYE, FREFRNRFFEAEL, K
o B Bl R AT R E I R, BRG], X
ALK 42 ) B R S S S B B R R AU TR 2 R B A
BEE, RAFHANRRBYEE.

(1) The plots surrounding the preservation area of
Huangpu Ancient Port and Ancient Village. Preserve the
ancient port and ancient village as it is, and propose effective
protection and activation approaches. The plots surrounding the
preservation area may be properly developed for favorable
transition between historical and cultural sites and future
modern urban spaces by following design guidelines and
relevant planning control requirements, portraying the picture of
organic integration between new and old.

(2) ') . FMEkL, FHEHF. Re. d28 (T
XHBAFTFR) F. ARG HZARTHERE QL ZEF
R, REABIEGHOA ST, R AT E N BB
AR, A ERE A,
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(2) Fishing Vessels Factory, Xinzhou Wharf, Xinzhou
Straight Street, the Granary, the seat of the former
Guangdong Provincial Second Light Industry Group (Art
Port International Digital Innovation Center), etc. These are
important public space nodes on the open space belt around the
island. It is required to preserve and activate the cultural
characteristics of these sites, and conduct more detailed site

design and refine the building forms.
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